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INCREASES IN STUDENT CHARGES SLOW DOWN

Tuition for resident students at state and land-grant universities increased
less this fall than it has for any fall since 1968. Two universities even put
tuition decreases into effect. Total charges also went up less than they have
in any one year since 1968.

The slowdown in the amount of increase in student charges is based on
responses from 98 of the 101 multi-campus institutions holding membership
in the National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges
(NASULGC) to a survey conducted by the association's Office of Research and
Information (ORI). Among these institutions, the median charge for tuition
and required fees for resident students was $517.50 for fall, 1972 as compared
to $493.50 in 1971-72 for an increase of 4.9 percent. The median amount of
total charges for resident students was $1467 up 4.3 percent over the 1971-72
median of $1406.

Both the University of New Hampshire and Colorado State University lowered
their tuition for fall, 1972. New Hampshire, which ranked third among NASULGC
institutions in resident tuition charges in 1971-72, put a five percent decrease

MEDIAN STUDENT CHARGES AT STATE AND LAND-GRANT INSTITUTIONS

Tuition and Com- 1 Tot- 2

Required Fees bined alled Total Charges
Res. Non-R. Room Board R&B R&B Res. Non-R.

1972-73 $517.50 $1319.50 $395.50 $570 $977 $975 $1467 $2328.00
1971-72 493.50 1260.00 360.00 560 936 942 1406 2208.50
% increase 4.86% 4.72% 9.86% 1.78% 4.38% 3.50% 4.33% 5.41%

Figures shown are the median rates for typical full-time undergraduate students
for two semesters, two trimesters or three quarters.

1
These are the median charges for both room and board at those institutions which
do not have separate rates for room and for board.

2
These are the median charges for room and board at all institutions which provide
housing, whether such charges are made separately for room and for board, or
in combination.
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into effect, dropping tuition from $1000 to $950. The reduction was made
possible by a special appropriation of $405,000 from the state legislature.

Colorado State decreased tuition for both resident and nonresident students.
Resident tuition decreased from $411 to $396, for a drop of 3.64 percent. However,
fees increased from $156 to $174, resulting in a net increase of $3 in tuition and
fees. Nonresident tuition dropped from $1,641 to $1,585 for a 3.4 percent decrease.
The fee increase resulted in a net decrease for nonresidents of $38, or 2.11
percent less than in 1971-72.

Eighty-one of the institutions responding to the survey, (79.4%) had
raised at least one category of student charges. Sixty-one institutions had
raised tuition and fees and 59 institutions had made increases in room and board rates.

Inflation was cited as the major reason behind rate increases. It was
mentioned by 67 institutions. The need to maintain program quality, inadequate
appropriations from state legislatures and the fact that there was no other source
of increased revenue available were listed in that order as other reasons for
raising charges.

Increases in almost every category of student charges were less than they
have been in past years. Tuition and required fees for out-of-state (nonresident)
students went up only 4.7 percent in fall, 1972 compared to a leap of 17 percent
in. fall, 1971. The median nonresident tuition charged was $1319.50 compared to
$1260 in fall, 1971.

Total charges to nonresidents increased 5.4 percent, moving from $2208.50
to $2328. In fall, 1971 nonresident total charges jumped 12.7 percent.

The biggest increase in median charges was in room rates which increased
9.9 percent. The median charge for fall, 1972 was $395.50 compared to $360
in fall, 1971. On the other hand, median costs for board rose only 1.78 percent,
going from $560 to $570. Student housing and food services are largely self-
supporting. According to information provided in fall, 1971, 64 NASULGC
universities now operate these services on a self-supporting basis.

On 39 NASULGC campuses, charges for room and board are combined. The
median cost for combined charges was $977, up 4.4 percent above the median charge
of $936 in fall, 1971. When charges for all institutions with room and board
were totalled, the median cost was $975 compared to $942 in 1971-72. This was
an increase of 3.5 percent.

HIGHEST AND LOWEST RATES

The lowest charge for resident tuition and fees among NASULGC institutions
was $70, the amount charged in special fees by City University of New York to
residents of New York City. The institution does not charge tuition. The
highest tuition charge was $1,200, for students attending the statutory
colleges of Cornell University. (Fees for the endowed (private) colleges at
Cornell are $3,000 annually.)
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There were 10 institutions with annual tuition and fees of less than $300,
including Federal City College, the universities of Puerto Rico and Hawaii, five
institutions in Texas and West Virginia University. Twelve additional institutions
had annual tuition and fees in the $300-$399 range. The largest cluster of
institutions -- 27 institutions -- charge tuition and fees ranging from $500-$599.

Although only three institutions charge tuition and fees in excess of $1,000,
there were two additional institutions with charges in the $900-$999 range and
four institutions in the $800-$899 range. As has always been the case, the
institutions with the highest charges to residents are located in New England,
the mid-Atlantic states and Ohio.

Only two NASULGC institutions charge less than $600 for nonresident tuition
and fees and only 19 charge less than an annual tab of $1000. The two
institutions with the lowest charges for nonresident tuition and fees are the
University of Puerto Rico ($157.75) and Alabama A & M University ($480).

At the upper range, thk hivest charge for nonresident tuition and fees was
$2535.50 at the University L.c. Ve:.mont. There were seven institutions with
nonresident charges greater than $2000, not including the endowed colleges
(private) of Cornell University, which charge $3,000 annually. Over half of
the institutions reporting data on nonresident charges had annual fees in the
$900-$1399 range.

(Complete lista of the ten institutions with the highest and lowest charges
for tuition and required fees, resident and nonresident, are shown at the end of
the report.)

GRADUATE FEES

In almost half of the NASULGC institutions participating in the survey, there
was some distinctic,n made in the amount of tuition and fees charged graduate students.
In general, when there was a difference, fees were higher. Thirty-one institutions
noted that they charge higher fees to either resident or nonresident graduate
students or both. Fifteen institutions, however, reported that they have lower
fees for graduate student's than for undergraduates. The lower fees generally
pertained to nonresident students.

The median charge of $538 for resident graduate students ran slightly
higher than the median charge for resident undergraduates. However, the median
charge for nonresident graduate students was $1,273.50, which was almost $50
less than the median charge for nonresident undergraduates.

STUDENT CHARGES BY REGION

Median charges by region followed traditional patterns. In general, medians
were the highest in New England and Middle Atlantic states and the lowest in
the Southeast and the West. The range in median total charges was quite wide,
with $1961 in the Middle Atlantic states the highest and $1376 in the Southeast
the lowest. For nonresidents the spread was even wider from $2836.50 in
New England to $1976 in the Southeast.
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Tuition and fees for residents ranged from $466 in the West to $735 in
the Middle Atlantic states. For nonresidents the spread was from $1106 in
the Southeast to $1661.50 in New England.

(The following chart shows medians for total charges and tuition and fees,
both resident and nonresident,in all regions for the years 1972-73 and 1971-72
and the percentage of change for each region.

For regional comparison, the states were divided as follows:

NEW ENGLAND--Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont
MIDDLE ATLANTIC--Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, New York,

Pennsylvania
SOUTHEAST--Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi,

North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia, Puerto Rico
MIDWEST--Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska,

North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin
WEST--Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico,

Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas, Utah, Washington, Wyoming)

REGIONAL COMPARISON OF STUDENT CHARGES

New England Middle Atlantic Southeast Midwest West

(6)* (12) (33) (24) (27)
Tuition and Fees

$ 708 $735 $480 $595 $466Resident
Non-Resident 1661.50 1394.50 1106 1510 1346.50

Total Charges
$1913 $1961 $1376 $1714.50 $1393Resident

Non-Resident 2836.50 2534 1976 2407.50 2419

*Denotes number of institutions in region.

STUDENT FEES AND THE OPERATING BUDGET

The median percentage of state and land-grant university operating budgets
received from student fees is 19.5 percent according to survey responses. This
finding is based on information on operating budgets and the amount of the budget
to be received from student fees provided by 92 institutions. The percentage
of the total budget provided by student fees was determined for each institution
in order to arrive at a median percentage.

COST OF INSTRUCTION

An effort was made to determine the relationship of tuition and fees to
the average cost of instruction. However, only half of the survey respondents
were able to provide any kind of data on the average cost of instruction.

Among those that did, the median cost per undergraduate student was $1,626



-5-

(based on 30 responses) and the median cost per graduate student was $3,208
(based on 25 responses). Twenty-one institutions gave a figure for average
cost of instruction for all students, both graduate and undergraduate. The
median for institutions providing a single figure was $1,619.

A comparison of the amount paid in tuition with the average cost of
instruction at institutions providing information in each category revealed
the following information:

. The median amount
resident student fees is

. The median amount
resident student fees is

. The median amount
by student fees is 23.7

. The median amount
nonresident student fees

. The median amount
student fees is 30.4 per

. The median amount
nonresident student fees

of the cost of undergraduate instruction provided by
27 percent.
of the cost of graduate instruction provided by
18.3 percent.
of the cost of instruction for all students provided

percent.

of the cost of undergraduate instruction provided by
is 66.6 percent.
of the cost of graduate instruction provided by nonresident

cent.

of the cost of instruction for all students provided by
is 79.5 percent.

It should be noted that these percentage figures are not really reliable
national indicators since only a small number of institutions were able to provide
data for comparative purposes. However, they are published here to give some idea
of the share of education costs that is being paid by the student.

STUDENT CHARGES--THE LONG RANGE VIEW

A look at what has happened to tuition charges since 1964-65 (the first
year for which ORI has comparative data) shows that resident students now pay
75 percent more than they did eight years ago and nonresidents pay 115 percent
more. This amounts to an average annual increase of 9.4 percent for residents
and 14.4 percent for nonresidents.

Comparative data on total costs over the eight years shows that prices
have gone up 49.7 percent for resident students and 79.5 percent for nonresidents.
The average annual increase over the period amounts to 6.2 percent for residents
and 9.9 percent for nonresidents.

(The following chart shows medians for tuition and total charges, resident
and maresident, for the years 1964-65 and 1972-73 and the percentage of increase
in each category.)

TUITION
Resident Non-Resident

TOTAL
Resident

CHARGES

Non-Resident
1964-65 $295 $ 612 $ 980 $1,297
1972-73 517.50 1,319.50 1,467 2,328
Percentage Increase 75.4% 115.6% 49.7% 79.5%

12
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INSTITUTIONS WITH HIGHEST AND LOWEST CHARGES
1972-73

RESIDENT TUITION AND FEES

Highest Lowest

Cornell (Endowed) $3,000 City Univ. of New York $ 70
(Statutory) 1,200 Federal City College 132

University of Vermont 1,085.50 Univ. of Puerto Rico 157.75
Univ. of New Hampshire 1,034 University of Hawaii 233
Univ. of Pittsburgh 982 Texas Tech University 252
Temple University 970 Univ. of Texas, Austin 266.50
State Univ. of New York 890 Southern University 274

(upper division students) Texas A & M University 279
Pennsylvania State Univ. 855 University of Houston 290
Miami University (Ohio) 810 West Virginia University 292
Kent State University 804
University of Rhode Island 761

NON-RESIDENT TUITION AND FEES

Cornell- Endowed $3,000 Univ. of Puerto Rico $157.75
University of Vermont 2,535.50 Alabama A & M University 480
Univ. of Mich.-Ann Arbor 2,260 Lincoln University 633
Univ. of New Hampshire 2,234 Univ. of Arkansas-Pine Bluff 719
Univ. of California 2,144 University of Hawaii 743
Miami University 2,010 Federal City College 852
Kent State University 2,004 Fort Valley State College 877
North Carolina St. Univ. 2,002 Arizona State College 890
Pennsylvania State Univ. 1,986 Auburn University 900
Univ. of Pittsburgh 1,972 Southern University 904


